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FRIDAY, 21 JUNE 


COMMISSI ONERSs 


Captain Joseph Tubridy. 


THE OKW 


convened at 1400 hours) 


RITTER VON LEEB, a witness, 
fled as follows: 
BY CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 
Q Will the witness ri and raise his right hand 
andrepeat after me: 
3 


I swear by God he Almighty and Omniscient, that 


will speak the pure truth and will withhold and add 


(The witness repeated the oath) 


TUBRIDY: You may sit down. 

SWNSER: I want to prove by this witnes 
General Field Marhsal Ritter Von XKKK KNA Leeb, that the 

secondly, 

military leaders did not form a group;/axukmakix that the 
military leaders did not participate in the planned con- 
spiracy; thirdly, that they did not agree with the 
of the NSDAP; and fourthly, that they did not participate 


in any criminal action according to ARTICLE VI of the 


Statute, 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY DR. LDATZRNSERH; 

Q Witness, when were you born? 

^ Un the 5 September 1876 
Your la st rank was that cf ield Marshal? 
Yes, Field Marshal. 
And your last campaign or your last dutywas what? 
Commander in Chief of an Army Group. 
What were your activities before 
I was used in connection with troopactivities. 


4 


I was in the General Staff. Then I was Commander 
iÀxmmm£ Armored Division 
of/kxmyxékakxkxk No. 7, from 1929 to 1933, and Commander 
in Chiefof Armored Division No. 2 from 1955 to 1938. 
And you are at the present in the Court prison? 
Yes 
Q As you probably know, the Prosecution has claim- 
ed and is attempting tp prove that the high military leaders 
formed & group, and that their goal was to start & world 
war and in this world war notto t ake advantage of the 
rights and regulations and rules of warfare. Did the 
high military leaders form such & group or orgmization? 
did 
A The high military leaders/not form a group nor 
organization and no club and no cooperative group and no 


conspiracy, We only were the ones who took charge of 


these various jobs at the time, the high leaders of the 
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military. We did not volunteer into the duties of these 
jobs, but due to the orders of our superiors alsowe did 
not leave the military service voluntarily, but we we 
forced before the re-armament practically every tw 

ie did not have our own chart and no connections and no 
connections among each other and no duties or any other 
or any other cooperation or membership. e were only 


= 


connected through individual duties and jobse We 

not form a war circ nd did not make any mutual plans 
and we received our q ders from our 

carried out, It will be impossible or it would be unthink- 
able that the Commander in Chief of the Amy would he ve 


^ 


permitted that the men in his command would have formed 


a sworn conspiracy. We could nc form a group organization 
that 

because of our number, and besides/those which the Prose- 

zx cution named in top positions, there were until 1935 

only tw Commanders in Chief in the army, and that was 

Marhsll Von Rundstedt who has just been questioned, and 

myself, and in 19355, a third was added to that, Marhall 

Von Bock, and in 1937 there was a fourth one added. We 


differentiated ourselves basically f rom the party organ- 


izations because we did not have a mutual political goal. 


Gar 
We could not have that first, because we not a group, 


and secondly, because of the laws of the Reich, and also 
because of tradition a German officer could nc belong 


to any partye We were entirely outside of ooliticasl 
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politics. We did not serve any party &nd did not serve 
any system and no form of state, but we only served our 
land. That is about what I should say. 

Q Did you agree to the re-armament? 

A I considered re-armament as necessary because 
Germany was situated in the middle of Europe without any nat- 
ural waters, but was surrounded by country who in opposition 
to our position under the Versailles Treaty had not demobil- 
ized and had re-armed, and in addition to that made requests 
of land, for instance, the area left of the Rhine, 

* Were youe ver at any time of the opinion that 
the re-armament was fa the purpose of war? 

A In the Statement of the Prosecution or indictment 
that we Generals wanted a powerful army in YVermany 
we could then carry out aggressive war, I consider the 
re-armament as the best means of security, Without re-arm- 
ament of our seven divisions only a very limited opposition 
would have been pos sible. We would have been overrun, 

Q Did you agree with the speed of the re-armament? 

A I consideredthe speed as too fast. I considered 
itbetter and safer to re-arm on an slower basis. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY : Dre "aternser, if it is 


possible , couU we avoid having duplication§ of the 


testimony. The witness, Von Rundstedt, has already testi- 


fied as to this matter. 
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DR. IATERNSER: Yes, I amvery gld or would be 
only too glad to do this if I am assured that the statements 


made by General Von Rundstedt are considered as correct. 


If that is not the case I will have to enlarge œ prove my 


evidence until I am through. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Unfortunately, under the terms 
of the appointment of this Commission it was perscribed 
that there will not be any cumula tive evidence taken, and 
if we have a repetition by this witness of prior testimony 
of the preceding witness, we would be violating the t erms 
of the order. 

IA TERNSER ¢ 

DR./ExfARNSEXR: I will attempt to obey this order. 
By DR: IA TERN SER: 

Q On the 5 November X&$$& 1937 Hitler called together 
the Chiefs of the various branches of the armed forces and 
in that meting told them of his political and military 
goals. What was your position in 19577? 

A Commander in Chief of the Army Group II. 

Q In other words, at that time you were directly 
under the orders of the Commander in Chief of the Army? 

P tes, 

Q And at that time, did the Commander in Chief of 
the Army, General Von Fritsch, did he tell you anything 


about that matter? 
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A No 

Q When did you hsar of this matter for the first 
time? 

A I heard it here. 

Q “the wise, were you in fava of the NSDAP and also 
of the political and diplomatic goals of the party? 

T "Be 


Q % Were you always informed of the aggressive in- 


tention of national socialism? 


A No, at that time I believed his promiseN for 


a continued peace, 

Q Were you as Commander in Chief II, did you partici- 
pate in the publication of the military -- 

A No, I never directed the publication service. 

Q As commander in Chief II of the entire western 
front, was the entire western front under your command? 

A Yes 

Q Hid you hear anything or participate in the 
plan to occupy the Rhineland, and when did you hear about 
it? 

A I did not participate in this, I was called to 
Berlin about one or two daysbefore the occupation, theday 
this intentionw as told me. I was told at the same time 
not to give any orders and not to speak to my one concern- 


ine this, and in addition to that, if I remember correctly, 
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only three batallions were sent across the Rhineland, one 
to xxx Aachen, one to Trier and one to Saarbrucken, In 
other words, this occupation did not have any military 
significance, but I did it only describing it as a symbolic 


acte 


q Were you infa med of the gmax goals of national 


socialism in the Hast? I am thinking of the mx extermina tion 
of the Jews, Simxx Germans of the area, and the deportation 
of the population? 

A Never. 

Q You, before the war, were in positions in which 
you would have been informed of any mutual plans concerning 
aggressive wars. These positions you already mentioned 
before in answer to my questions. Xkxwux Did youbefore 
the war, together with other Yommanders in Chief, make any 
plans for aggressive wars? 

A We are concerned here withthe space of eight 
anda half years, 1929 to 1938. In these eight and a half 
years I did not participate in the planning of an aggressive 
ware Neither did I receive an a der to plan such an aggres- 
sive war or to prepare one and I did not do thaj,for my 
own intentionwas just the opposite. As Cogmander in 
Bavaria I only gave in my operational travels and duties, 

I only gave defensive plans, and that is on the Bavaria- 
Z Czech border, and as Commander in Chief in Kassel I had 


the defense of the Khine tactics and a counter attack against 
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an enemy that had already come over the line, and later the 
defense of the Western border, and at that time the West 

wall was begun, sometime in 1955 or 1956, an occupation of 
about three weak armies was anticipated and this was for 


the defense of this west wall. Befae the first world 


war we mostly practiced the a ttack and after the first 


world war the pendulum moved toward the other side. ‘the 


defense, in all of its variations, was the main point. I 
myself wrote a book concerning defense, This book was 
taken over by the “merican Army, as the foundation book 
of the military classes, and an 4merican officer told me 
it had also been translated into the Russian language. 
And if this is correct I do not know. 

M Were you - that is the statement of the Prose- 
cution — did you plan or want to plan aggressive wars? 

A No, that could be proved from the things I have 
already stated. Emxdkmxx Besides that, the old Generals 
had participated inthe first world war and we knew the 
horrors of the war and the terror it has brought t our 
families and ourselves. I read the Prosecution's statement 
or indictment about the horrors of war. Srey ida older 
German Generals here, such worldly matters lost their shine 

Q When did you leave the active service? 


^ In February 1958? 
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(hat did you do during your r etirement then? 

I lived near Munich myself and carried out as 
of the archives in the Bavarian State Archives and wrote 
nistory of my family. 

Rx “id you participatex in the “arch into 

NO 
And into the entry into the 
Yes, I received in 
1938 the œ der to find out the 
Border. 
either from Z 

ceful march 
Czecho 
Slovakia. 
Noe 


What did you do after 


A After having left for about three weeks I returned 


and continued my studies, 


* XXX Did you have up to that timo, that is, during 


—— 


the time of Munich, until February, 1958, or even maybe 


later on, were you &t sny time in the position to point out 





C wy 
~ OL 


Cook 
OOK 
H0974 - 0011 


1400 - 1600 

a. June 1946 

Von Leeb 

to Hitler the advantages d' an aggressive war or any 
influence concerning any aggressive war? 

A There was no such poss bility. It should now 
be rather well knowm that Hitler decided his ow foreign 
policy. He hardly let bis foreign minister who was there 
for that reason,he hardly let him to it, much less e 

wom he mistrustec I was not even a ske 
military 
The Prosecution has presented a sworn s tatement 
Marshal Von Blomberg, USA Exhibit 536. I quote 
from this state: 
"T, as well as the entire group of German 
Staff Officers, believed that these three questions, that 
is, the sikwtatienxmf tha:Rołx question of the Polish Corridor, 
the question of the Ruhr area and the Memel area, under 
which the question of the Polish Corridor was especially 
important, that this had to be solved some day, if neces- 


o y 
sary through power ofarms," 


Was there actually such an opinion among the 


higher military leaders? 


x i don't believe it. I know only 

half cf the Reich. I am positive that in my area, tt 

is the Western part, the most of mystaff officers believ- 
ed that t^is questionwas to be solved in a diplomatic 


and peaceful way e 
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25 


1600 
1946 


June 


nc 


iis command 


lnformation not 


was 


for him xs to give such an opinion. 


was Commander Bavaria he was only th 


remember and mmdx during four 
© 


my 


manuevers, 


that did you do 


near 


Munich 


war against Poland? 


A On the 22n¢ I suddenly was 


nd 


to come to 9hmrxzaikx Obersalzberg, ar 


xzzzzmxwexX announced the Polish campaign. 


DR. KEMPNER: Wasn't that in August, 


(ITNESS: It was 


BY DR, LATERNSERS? 


Q did the order tc 


you r ecdive 
salzberg? 
A 


Probably the d aybefa e, 


TTE 


ship with 


to act 


aggressive 


order ed 


pe Hitler 


not VUctober? 


come to "Vber- 
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Q Did you, after this meepging of the 22nd of August, 
have a possibility of a discussion after Hitler had informed 
you bf his plans? 
^ The speech of Hitler was not a discussion but the 
decision of the Chief of State. It was impossible to make 
d of a protest, but gxkk qgiietly the whole thing was 
play, quietly for myself I hoped it would go the s ame 


the march into the Sudetenland, e verything was peace- 


Ihe Prosecution hasin it's possessio 
ments, concerning the speaking at Obersal 
of August, and of these it presented tw. Before the lIpribun- 
al one of these statements was read, according to which the 
Generals were supposed to have applauded ax wildly after 
this speech, and that is when Hitler finished stating his 
intention a gainst Poland. +s that true? 


A Hach of the Generals that were there at the time 


were quiet. I myself was very influenc 


the fact that the foreign policy of Hitler had taken this 


step. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: What does he mean by “influen@ed"? Impre 
DR. KEMPNUR: dj He yeans “imr essed." 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 
Q Was the impression pon the othar General Yfficers 


that were present the same as far as you could see? 
y 


A I believe it was the same, 
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Q Yid Sitler state anything about his intentions 


against the Western power s? 


A I believe that I remember it almost word by word, 


because that concerned me. He stated that "I cm assure 


you a hundred per-cent, almost a hundred per-cent, that 
the western powers will not enter the war," 

* Where were you during the Polieh campaign? 

A I was Commander in Chief of xax Army Group C 
and was defending the Western frontisr, 

Q Was the western front occupied very strongly? 

= No, it was occupied weakly. 

E the Prosecution, on the 4th of January, stated 
that after the Polis campaign, the German officers thought 
of nothing but a war to capture the entire European'mnk 
Continent, and the Prosecution furthermore claims that the 
Generals approved of these intents of Hitler. Are these 
statements true? 

A Just the opposite is true. My force in the West 
as I have already stated already was very weak, The West 
wall had not been completed and inthe Eiffel area it was 
just beginning. The Western powers without a doubt knew 
of the weak west wall and of it's weak occupation, but 
anyhow they did not attack. They waited for the advan- 
tageous moment, either they were not ready yet, but that 


is not probable, or they did not want to attack, or not 
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at that time anyhow for some reason. Maybe they did not 


want to take the task upon themselves, or maybe we were 


supposed to banl& our heads bloody against the Maginot line. 


( 
Concerning all of these thoughts I sent a very large memo 


to the Commander in Chief of the Army. I proposed not 
to have an attack in the West. J proposed that only so 
many divisions from the Last be transferred to the West 
so that the west wall could be defended against my 
attack. I proposed then to deactivate all other divisions. 
I proposed the end that this measure wuld become known 
to the western powers, and in this way they were supposed 
to be informed that we did not intend to capture them and 
I had hoped that a diplomatic attempt would be successful 
bé bring about a cleser relationship or a betterment of 
the matter. I had the same notice due to the continuous 
movements of the date d attack.  l did my best. In other 
words, I did not attempt to bring about an aggressive 
war against France but I attempted to prevent it. I an 
sorry but all of these hopes were only superficial. Hitler 
wrote during November various strong protests to the Command- 
er in Chief concerning their weaknesses and told then of 
his distrust. 
What was your position during the Russian campaign? 


} Army 
I was Commander in Chief of the/Group North. 
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Q What was your participation in the prepar- 
ation of this attack? 

A In the course of this work, I believe it was 
about in March, we were calkà to Hitler and there informed 
of the following in long statements: 

"The idea is tiat Russia will attack us very 
certainly and we have, in order for security, to go ahead 
of this attack.” 


In other wads, a preventive war has tobe. I still 


I 
don t know today whe ther these statements by Hitlo 


time were true or were lies. 

Q Did you after marching into Russia find 

small forces there? 

^ At my point there was a strong power of forces. 

a Did you see a lot of new air pats? 

lc annot say that spe cifically. 

Q Did you mot speak later on to a Russim army 
chief concerning this march? 

a A higher Russian officer told me, he claimed 
he was Commander in Chief of an Army, told me that before 
my sector four large armies were supposed to be, and of 
those, that all were there at the time with the exception 
of one "iberian army wichwas still in transport. These 
statements prowed only what I had already seen from my 


actual contact, 





Cook 
1400 = 1600 
Z dune 1946 
Von Leeb 

Q Did youb efore ‘the start of the Russian campaign 
have any possibility or any chance to show them or hamper 
the idea or order of Hitler to attack Russia? 

A There was no possibility to hamper the orders of 


Hitler. It was impossible to point out the difficulty of 


an Anxa attack gmx campaign in the wide spaces of Russia, 


tt was impossible tp,point out the dangers of a tw -front 


war. Exactly, that for the German ‘ational “ocialist 
State was the biggest fault of the Kaiser Reich or the 
Kaiser that we should not have a two front war started. 
Q When did you leave the active service again 
after this? 
A January, 1942. 
Were your etired? 
No, I asked for my retirement. 
And why? 
Because of tthe development which the Nati onal 
“ocialist System took, first in a political manner, the 
prosecution of the churches, secondly, and the foreign 
political policy, thirdly, and for personal reasons, because 
I myself and my wife were being watched and guarded and 
spied on, and, fourthly, for international right in pre- 
venting a situationbecause of the commissar, and, fifth, 
one of the main points was the continuous false orders 


or decisions, which, without any reason, EXEEBÉX caused 
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a lot of bloodshed which was avoidable. I saw no further 
possibility to influence the autocratic decisions of 
Hitler and the operations of Hitler and that is wy I 
resigned. 

Q Was there at that time already a law according 
to which military leaders were unable if they did not agree 
to military œw ders or for some other reason wished to 


leave the service? 


À “ofar as L know, no. However, the agreement 


of Hitler was necessary, becauseotherwise it would have 
been desertion or a breaking of the oath unless Hitler 
agreed, 

Q In other words, against the will of Hitler you 
could not have done that? 

“ardly. 

What did you do after you were released? 

After retirement I returned to Munich and contin- 
ued my study of the Archives and finished the history of 
my family. I was completely in the background. That took 
three and a half years and then thee was the rest of it. 

Q When did you move and by whom were you moved? 
A By American soldie s, After my arrest my maxx 
personal memoirs were burned and plundered and destroyed 


and i am sa ry but among t hem were many valuable documents 
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which had been given to me for safekeeping by the Bavarian 
archives. 

Q The prosecution claims that the military leaders 
had planred concerning certain crimes of war. +s that 
true? 

A We did not have any mutual plan. Our entire 
education was training and tradition, and besides that we 
kauxhtxbohsxzex Poise ofxwarfarax guarded well most of these 
rules of warfare and we asked the same things from our 
skit ari, the honor of the enemy and the honor of proclam- 
ation honoring the rules of warfare. 

Q Did youas a Commander in Chief of an army group 

the i eile a court? 

A No, 

Q Was this power with the armies? 

A With the armies and with the lower positions, 

Q Could you find out how these courts were handled 
by the armies under your command? 


A I could ask that a transcipt of t he report be 


given to me but I believe that I got a much better indi- 


cation of discipline by the front troops, by regular, 
frequent front inspections, and you would get a much better 
impression through them than through single acts œ files. 
Q When would you say for the first time that 
Bitler did not r espect the international rules of war^ 


A That was in an already mentioned speech in the 
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spring of 1941. At that time he said that the right war- 
fere was not the right thing for the Russian campaign and 
that the political commisars were not considered soldierye 


* What did you do thereupon? 


à i, with various other generals, went to t he Command- 


t 1 ry 


er in Chief of the Army and protested against this. Ihe 
Commander in Chief of the Army made assring statements, 

Q After that an w dər was issued that the commis- 
sars are to be shad and a second order was attached to it 
according to which soldiers were not supposed tobe dis- 
ciplined in crimes against the population. What did you 
do now? 

A One further order came out at the same time 
and that is when the Commanders in Chief of the Army raggi 
required the sharpest discipline, and that left the import- 
ance or destroyed the impa tance of the othe tw orders, 
We understooi what the Commander in Chief wanted through 
his order. I myself, that is, the army group command 
post, only received this order later, since this army 
group headquarters, as stated already, did not have any 
courts, 

Q Did you agres with the army directive? 

A At that time I had the 50th Army Corps and 
that corps did not receive the decree, I stated time and 


time again that I considered that decree yx unla wful, 
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Q Did you through your front inspections - could 


you see whether the lower commanders were of kxx the same 


opinion? 


& I noticed that very often. At that time about 


eight or nine commanding generals were under my command, 
Of these gena'als I met four here in prison, in various 
REX prisons, that is. I asked the opinion at various 
times concerning this decree and these four commanding 
generals told me the following, either they did notre- 
ceive the decree at all, or they did not pass 1t on, or 
they saw to it that it was not carried out, Besides, the 
fact was that the troops did not take the time mostly to 
find the political commissars and had. qiite often taken 
their own men, and, therefore, this decree, without mum 
noise about it, was quietly sabotaged. 

Q Who are the Commanding Generals that you met 
while in prison?  WÀho are these generals who stated that 
they either did not receive the order or did not pass 
it on or passed it on to the individual commanders with 
the order not to carry it out? xkkmsutexmsxutxdmreroel xXYsmx*mzt 

A Lieutenant General Von Boot, "ommander of the 
first armored corps; Lieutenant General Lindema, Commander 
in Chief of the 50th armored corps; Lieutenant General 
Reinhart, Commander of the 41st Armored corps; and Lieuten- 
ant General Von Mannstein, Commander in Chief of the 


56th arma ed corps, 
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Q Do you know the ac 3 Commanders in Chief 
who were of the same opinion r ing this order as 
you? 

know them alle I know at least 


œw ders, they were of the 


army belong to your area? 
comma 
Von Kueckler. 


discuss the 


to war fare 
A I considered this decree as 
it brought the shaprest resistance fr 


missars and tle se forces brought 


ha ve Gonethe opp shouk 


4 


our own bridges to the political commis sé 
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Q Why did the Commanders in Chief not mutually 


get together and ask that these orders be rescinded? 


A We were not a group, first of all. Secondly, 


L amafraid that Hitler would have considered us as mutineers, 


but at least no able to carry out this war against Russia. 


© 


* 


Maybe the situation would have been favorable toremove 
all unwanted Commanders in Chief and resort to replacement 
through irresponsib " Then the opposite wuld have 
happened from what we wanted. The oder probably would 
not have been rescinded, and it probably would have been 
made mae powerful. he only possible way out of this 
difficult situation was to quietly sabotage it, and that 
is what happened. 

Q Was the order rescinded later on, do you know? 

= That was after my time 

Q Vo you know anything concerning the Einsatzgruppe 
A inthe area of the army group Næ th? 

A I never did hear ef any task of Einsatzgruppe A 
which were xgzx against the Reich rules of war. 

Q The Prosecution has presented a sworn document 
of SS Fuehrer Schellenberg, USA 557, in which Schellenberg 
States the following, I quote: 

lwant to quote the entire thing so that the 


entire thing canbe translated, 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: How long is it? 
INTERPRETER: About eight lines. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Go ahead., 
BY DR. IA TERNSER : 

Q tthe a fap ementioned close cooperation er rather 
the first weeks of the Russisn campaign, the close work betweer 
field army and the Einsatzgruppe makes me express my opinion 
that the Commanding Vhiefs of the army groups and of the 


armies which were xuppasa opposed to participation 


Russian campaign, already now changes the beginning of this 
and 
compaign,/mf&£ the large future duties of the Einsatzgruppe and 


V 


Einstazgruppen Commanders and the Security Police and the 
SD, up to the mass extermination of the “ews collapsed, 
and all other resistance elements through 
channels of the Commander in Chief of the 
were informed of this." 

Witness were you informed of these goals and 
intentions before the beginning of the campaign? 

$> No 


(A shar t recess is takon) 
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21 July, 1946. 
(THE COMMISSION RECONVENED AT 1545 HOURS.) 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 

Q I refer to the gER same affidavit referred to the in the previous 
question in this, my next question. In this Document, it says thet in 
the beginning of June, 1943 a conference took place between Schellenberg 
and the chief operations officer of the army, together with Wagner, 

Heydrick and Kanaris in the presence of all the 1-C officers of all the 
army and army groups concerning the Einsatzkommandos. In this connection, 
Schellenberg makes the following claim, which I quotes "In any case, one 
can hardly doubt that these 1-C officers has informed 511 their Commanders- 
in-Chief of all army and army groups who had returned after the action 
against Russia." I should like to ask you if your 1-C officer reported 

to you or informed you of such information? 

A I don't remember the slightest thing about this. 

Q While you were in the east did you ever receive a report, according 
to which Lithuanians were supposed to have carried out a massacre on the 
Jewish population of Kovno? 

A XE&XXAXAXXE I received the affidavit of an officer of my stoff and 
this General stated under oath. An officer of my staff went to Kovno and 
there he learned of a terrible massacre carried on Sx the Jewish popblation 
at Kovno. He reported this matter to me end thereupon I issued the strictest 
instru tions that these measures against the Jews in Kovno by the Lithuanians 
was to cease immediately. That is what this General states under oath. Then, 
we later ourselves advanced on Kovno, He convinced himself that the city 


commandant carried out the orders in the strictest terms. The remarkable 


thing concerning this affidavit is that Lithuanians are the ones who carried 


: 
out this Jewish persecution, That is to say the EixxzxkxkxEXXXX Eisatzeruppe 
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did not appear. 

Q I shall submit this affidavit later. 

The witness, Uhlendorff, who has been interrogated here said 
thet Hitler or Himmler spoke to all the commanders in chiefs before 
the Russian campeign about the persecution of the Jews, did you take 
part in any such conference or were you presant at any such address or 
lecture? 

A Witness Uhlendorff is just as much mistaken as Wittness 
Schellenberg. We were not so informed, 

Q At which time did the Baltic countries come uniter the aisdie tn 
of the German Commandant east? 

A As fer as I know, by the decree procleimed by Hitler on 17 June, 
1941, 

Q The prosecution has maintained that the German troops destroyed 
over 2,000 chapels and churches in Russia, Could you make such an obser- 
vation while you were on Soviet-Russian territory? 

A I édié not see any churches which were destroyed. On the other 
hand, I also saw no church which served its original »urpose, 

Q I should now like to ask you some questions concerning Leningrad, 
You proposed to Keitel on one of his visits to you that the Russian 
population should be transferred to Russian territory by means of a 
cokeidor that should be established south of Schlusselburg. In what 
relstion did your suggestion to Keitel stand? 

A The position was the following: Leningrad had been encircled 


in the north by the Finns and in the south by my troops. There was 


hu 
only a connection to the T of Russia left across the Ladoge sea. 


A reconnaissance showed that shi ning on the Ingermamnland lake was not 
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sufficient to supply Leningrad, The intelligence received from agents 
concerning the food situation in Leningrad was contradictory. This informa- 
tion varied between several weeks and several months, therefore, I was afreid 
that one day food would be so scarce in Leningrad that the population would 
leave the city in entire groups. Becsuse of this fear, I proposed to negotiate 
with the Russians and to get them to agree that the population of Leningrad 
should be transferred to the Russian territory in an orderly fashion. 

Q Then your concern was so that the population of Leningred should not 
starve, is that it? 

A At that time, we estimated Leningrad to have a population of from one 
and one quarter to one and one half million people and the supply condition on 
our side for this more than a million population was the following: I could 
have housed and fed a few hundred or thousends of the population of Leningrad 
in Ingermannland which is west of Leningrad and in Esthonia. We did not take 
eny food supplies away from the population and it may have been possible to 
heve the population tied over as far as food was concerned until the next 
harvest. South of Leningred there is an immence girdle of forest and swamp. 
No essential number of people could be housed there. That means the mass 
of the population would have fallen into my lot to feed and that was impossible, 
The supply system was eo tense at thet time that I hed difficult at thet time 
in supplying my own troops and it wes not possible to supply an additional 
million of the population of Leningrad, It was also not possible to remove 
them by train for the conditions as far as transportation were concerned was 
such that we were just able to meet our own requirements, For these reasons, 


I made the proposal that has been mentioned, 
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Q Were any agreements reached with the Russians? 

A Wo euch agreements were arrived at because the population did not 
begin to leave the city and the situation had not become a pressing ome as 
yet. Because of the combat positions an agreement probably could not be 
reached as just where we wanted to have the population evacuated heavy battles 
were going on at the lower Wolchov and in the direction of Tuglin. Then the 
river froze over and the Russians built a railway acrose at a tremendous and 
surprise speed. I cannot say, under oath, whether a second Railroad line wes 
built or not. This is how I remember it and for another thing the population 
did not leave Leningrad at lesst not in large numbers at any rate. In this 
way, the entire affair receded in the background, I was then able to assume 
that sufficent supplies were still at hand or hed been brought up. I left 
the section in January of 1942, 

Q I have a few more questions concerning the shelling of Leningrad by 
artillery fire. Do you know whet objectives were shelled by the Germen 
artillery stationed before Leningrad? 

A First of all, I should like to say that at the time I was in command 
no shelling of Leningrad took plece in the sense of an artillery E E ized V: 
Insofar as our munitions wee concerned, the situation was very tense, therefore, 
only the most necessary objectives could be shot at or shelled in the Leningrad 
sector. I needed my heavy munitions in the battle area of Denianzand Wolchov, 
The objectives which we shelled were militery objectives and I would like to 
name the tank works at Pierow which manufactured the heavy Russien tanke - 


the tanks that were produced left the works and fired st our ranks amd this 
organization was one of the ojjectives which we shelled, 


7 / 


f 
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We shelled the steel works Ischavosky. I assumed that munitions were 
being manufactured there, We shelld the dock and harbor installations 
and the Leningrad Biber at the mouth of the Neta where it closed into 
the Finnish Bay. Evidently submarines were being built there. We shelled 
the iron works at Marva as they shot at our lines with heavy ship artillery, 

Q A witness has been interrogated here who believed he was in a position 
to testify thet the castles in and eround Leningrad were shell à on purpose, 

A Of course, my testimony can only confine itself up to January, 1942, 
I consider it impossible at this time that castles were systematically 
shelled as we lacked artillery and munitions for this, 

Xx Q Did you fine during youl advance on Soviet Russian territory 
that Russian troops carried out great devastations in Russian territory? 

A The Russian troops knew how to destroy their railroad lines very 
skillfully. I don't believe that any railroad station of any importance 
fell into our hands undestroyed, One thing thet caused us very much trouble 
was the destruction of water supply stations for locomotives, Much time 
had to be spent in order to put the railway lines in a half way Gecent 
condition, Again, the rails too hed to be changed from the larger Russian 
gauge to the smaller German gauge, Numerous street bridges had also been 
destroyed, The result was that I had to postpone my advance between the 
Ilmen Lake and Lake Peipus another eight or ten days. I had to stop and 
wait until the lines had been repaired, 


Q No further questions, 
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BY DR. KYMENER: 
Did you receive your officer's training at the Germen War Academy? 
Yes, 
When did you receive your training with theGeneral Staff in Berlin? 
From 1909 to 1911. 
Q Did you keep up your contact with other comrades of the General 
Steff or did you heve no touch with them later on? 
A In 1911 I returned to Bavaria. 
Q Were you a member later of the Schlieffen organization? 
A I believe every general staff officer had to be a member of tiis 
organization, 


Q Dià you receive the material and pamphlets of this organization? 


I received the lists of members and statements of accounts, etc. 


A 
Q This organization was a very respected one, was it not? 
A 


I believe so, 

Q Amd had a very good name, as the best officers' organization? 

A I believe this statement can be answered in the affirmative, 

Q The majority of these gentlemen received higher positions later 
on — that is to say they turned out to be something, is that correct? 

A To a certain extent that is undoubtedly correct for the best 
people were accepted in the general staff. 

Q Would it be correct to say that these gentlemen realy understood 


the military theory? 


^ The training that was received there was & generel staff techni cal 
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staff training. For instance, how to cope with railroad transports, etc., 
large troop movements and how to lead a battle. 
Stretegy? 


Yes, 


Q 
A 
Q Operational Training and Tactics? 
A 


Yes 

Military lew and history of war? 

Yes, es fer as rade lew is concerned, I am not quite sure 
about the Prussian steff, although in Bavaria, yes, 

Q Did you receive the order? 

A Yes, 

Q Did you know what Moltke and Schlieffen say about the order? 
They said: "Higher than the order is my conscience and my duty to my 
fatherland," 

A I don't remember this passage, but it is probably so. 

Q Do you agree with this statement because you retired in 1942? 

A I gave proof of this by my own person. 

Q From which year onward were you suppicious of Hitler, the thing 
of Hitler and his party? 

A I must say here that my time was so taken up with military 
things, I could not take my time up with political matters ond also 
we were not ellowed to do so, however, at any rate one had ones thoughts 
about these things. If you would Ilke to know the date of the year; I 
would say that beginning with the year of 1933 I began to mistrust them or at 
least I began to take a waiting position as to what they would do, I do 


not know for certain, but I would say in 1933, 
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Where were you in 1933? 
I was Chief of Service Command 2 in Stettin. 
Q Did you interest yourself in the Hitler Putsche in Munich. 
A As the army chief for Bavaria, of course it would be of interest 
to me. 
Q Do you know that Hitler broke his word of honor &t that time toward 
the Generale Losser and Kahr? 
A That is the presentation that is given that he broke his word, 
Q Dad you have your suspicions of the whole affair already at that 
time and did your suspicions increase up to 1933? 
A I @ia not like the bragging attitude from the very beginning. 
Q Where were you in 1933 when Hitler came to power? 
å I wes commander in Bavaria? 
Q Did you live in Munich? 
A Yes, 
Is it correct that you were in Munich in February and March of 


1933? 


Do you remember the large election posters that had been mt up in 

"Hitler Means War!" 

No, You mean they must have been posted by the opposing party. 

Yes, by the Bavarian people's party anc the Social Democratic 
party. Do you remember the phrase brought up by the people at that time? 


"Hitler Means War - He Who XEXAK Elects Hitler Votes For War," 
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A I cannot testify under osth that I remember these things, 

Q You rejected Hitler's theories,is that correct? 

A No, it is not correct as you state it. I knew the main points 
of his program and if one reads these points quite carefully, there are 
many points that one might agree with, but a large part of these points 
of his program were reversed into the opposite, 

Q Did you approve of his racial theory? 

A That was one of the big foolish things that were done, 

Q What about the Lebensraum or living space theory? 

A What do you mean? 

Q Germany did not heve sufficient living space? 

A That was a political slogan, 

Q Germany must have territory in the east in order to live? 

A I hed no possibility of Judging if this was right or wrong. I 
considered this one of the many political slogans, 

Q Wes it your personal opinion that Germany had sufficient living 
space? 

A We had been able to live since the existance of the Reich since 
1871 until 1933. I suppose that it was also possible for the future. 

Q You answered to one of Dr. Laterner's questions that you had 
hoved that the Polish campaign would also be carried out pee any 
boshed the same es the Sudetenland campeien. 

À A silent hope. 


Q Would it be correct to say that you meant that you had hoped 


that Hitler would have a certain success with this Polish campaign, but 
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thet it would be carried out without bloodshed. 

A I hoped that without any bloodshed and without any warfare the 
affair might lead to a diplomatic and agreeable agreement. 

Q But, on August 22nd Hitler did not mention anything of an agreement 
to you, did he? 

A Wo, I don't believe so, 

Q He said that more or less Poland would have to disappear, 

A I don't remember in detail his statements. He sai very much, 
I don't know whether you ever heard Hitler speak, he always bragged very 
much and one should not always take him very seriously. 

Q Do you mean to say that you do not think he meant to have Poland 
disapr ar? 

A No. On the contrary I just testified that he hoped and wished a 
peaceful settlement would be brought about, 

Q In the same manner as the snake eats the rabbit, Is that the idea? 

A No, thet was not my idea, but 2 peaceful agreement similar to what 
happened at Munich before the march of Hitler into the Sudetenland - that 
the diplomats woul@ come together and confer, 

Q There the Sudetenland also disappeared? 


With the egreement of the western powers. 


A 
Q And by blackmail. 
A 


I don't know, I did not take part in these meetings. 
Q Did Hitler not say on August 22nd that conflict with Polend would 
happen sooner or later? 


A I really don't remember what he said in detail. 
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Q A number of gentlemen were assembled, is that true? 

A Yes, 

Q How many of your old comrades were present? 

A What do you mean by old comrades? 

Q The gentlemen of the leadership group whom you had known for 
many years? 

A The Commanders in Chief? I probably knew all of them - some of them 
a long time and some for a shorter time. 

Q Will you please mention the names of those. whom you remember? 

A Those who were present? 

Yes, 

A I don't remember the individual ones, I can mention allthe 
names as I remember, or the offices that had been assembled, Von 
Rundstedt, Witzleben, Boch, Reicheman and List, I must say that I am 
under oath and I do not remember if Commander in Chief 4 was Reicheman 


at that time, but I believe he was, You must remember that I had retired 


at that time and wee no longer interested in the military faffairs. I 


did quite different things at that time. 

Q I should like to ask en intermediate question at this time. If 
you had no more interest in these things at that time and you were then 
already 62 years of age, why did you put your services ^t the disposal 
of an adventurer against whom you had certain convictions? 

A Are you speaking from the viewpoint of the present time? At 
that time it was not quite so evident that Hitler was an adventurer, 
Moreover if the call comes to me and asks me to place my services et the 


disposal of my country in hard times and I still feel healthy, I considered i 
3 4 
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it my duty not to lea my country down. The motives may have been a personal 
ambition or so on. 

Q But, you are a msn with critical powers of observation and knew that 
your country was not in danger? 

A I was not able to judge. 

Q You knew that Polend was in danger of being swallowed by this snake? 


A I already testified that I hoped for a peaceful settlement, 


Q Did you know of Hitler's racial theories? 
A 


I probably read of them in the newspaper. If it was reported in the 
newSpaper, I must have known of it. 
Q You considered it your duty to participate in 1939 for reasons? 
A Yes, 
Q I would like to advance a few years. Now there was another such 
strange meeting and this meeting took place before the so-called Russian 
campaign. Do you know that the prosecution submitted a Document of the 
Generel Staff. I shall quote the PS NO, a little later. This reads as 
follows: Dated — Spring, 1941. "We have to attack Russia, otherwise we 
will not be able to stand another winter of war. We must conquer these 
additional territories bec^use we will have to feed Germany from these 
newly conquered territories." 
Assuming that is correct, would you say today that the Russian was 
was a preventive war? 
A What you just mentioned does not mean the reason or motive for a 
preventive wer. The FRA, m is based on the statement of Hitler, 


saying that Russia was going to attack us in any case, 


Q What gentlemen were asked to appear in the Reichs Cancellory in 
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Berlin at that time to report on the Barbarossa Plan? 

A The Barbarossa Plon refers to the Russian campaign. I assume the 
commanders in chiefs also the commanders of the Armies, 

Q Would you say VonRuddstedt was there? 

A Yes. 

Q Was Von Reichlman present! 

A Yes. I can mention: Myself, Kuchlen; of No. 4 Hopne, who was 
hanged and Bush of the l6th. I must add that I believe they were present 
as I repeat I am under oath. 

Q Yes, we are quite agreed to the fact that everything here is according 
to your knowledge and conscience. If you do not remember you cannot say. 

^ Yes. 

Q At that time you reported to Hitler and told him how you thought 
the operation in the north was going to be carried out? 

A I believe this report did not take place until the June meeting. 
There was another meeting at that time. If I remember correctly, the army 
group commands had to report seperately. I did not learn what the other 
army groups had reported. 

Q Then there was the meeting where the orders were issued, that was 
at the end of March. As I picture things, it was quite an enormous affair, 
was it not? 

A Yes, 

Q Was it not like a concert where every one had to be tuned to everyone 
else? 


A Yes, 


ded 


A 
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4 At that time mention was made of the enormous cog wheel orgenization 
of the militery machine where everything had to pump over from everything 
else? 

A That does not only apoly to this war, but to any war. 

Q But, it was particularly evident here as there was such an enormous 
undertaking? 

A I don't remember if more div&sions were used than in the attack on 
the west, 

Q Now, to return to the meeting. You stated as to how your operation 
was to be carried out, that is correct? 

A Yes, 

Q Do you remember his reaction to this? 

A I don't think he objected or disapproved of anything. As far as I 
remember, he aporoved. 

Q And did not interfere? 

A No, st that time, thank God, 

Q Why, thank God? 

A It became worse from week to week, I can spesk quite open here, 
can't I? During the entire campaign against France where I commanded one 
of the three army groups, I was not interferred with by one word, I issued 
orders to an armored army. In the Russian campaign, the same was true in 
the beginning that is in the first few weeks there was no interference, 
There was no interference during the operations in the Baltic countries and 
then for the reasons stated previously, there was a stop because of the 


destruction of the railway lines and the difficulty of getting supplies, 
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That was when it began. 

Q Hitler interferred with the people who were capable is that 
correct? 

A I shall not say it of myself that I was capable, but the other 
gentlemen were. Yes, he interferred with them and Yodl during his inter- 
rogetions once spoke of a martyrdom. Of course, I don't know if this is 
justifiable or not, but it was made very difficult. 

Q It was very hard because this man interferred with you, was it 
' not? 

A He sometimes concerned himself with details which we ourselves 
did not know about and we had to inform ourselves first. 

Q If action had been taken according to you gentlemen, the Generals 
of the General Staff and not according to Hitler, would it be correct to 
say the wsr would not have been lost. 

A war in Russia is tremendously difficult. Hitler did not realize 
just where the difficulties lay and if he had followed us, the war would 
have ended at least in a draw or undecided. 

Q In the west, 1f the Generals would have been able to do what they 
considered correct, it might have been won? 

A I cannot judge this, because after I xmkurnmt retired, I only 


learned what had taken place from the communications of the army. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: There will be a session tomorrow morning at 


teno'clock. We will adjourn until then. 


AoJoAg ED 
(THE COMMISSION REGSE AT 1700 HOURS.) 
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Official transcript for the defense cf 
organizations, taken before a Commission 
ppointed by the International Military 

Tribunal pursuant to Farasraph 4 of the 
order of the Tribunal dated 13 March 19h65. 


FRIDAY, 
COMIISSIONERS: 


Captain Joseph Tubricy 


(The Commission convened at 1400 h urs) 


RITTER VON LEEB, a witness, tock the stand and testified 


Will the witness rise and raise his right hand and repeat after me 


lswear 5y God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure 
3 £ i 


truth and will withhold and add nothince 

(The witness repeated the oath) 

CAFTAIN TUBRIDY: You may sit down. 

DR. LATERNSER: I want to prove by this witness, 
Marshal Ritter Von Leeb, that the military leacer 
secondly, that the military leade 


spiracys; thircly, that they did n “ree with the methods of the 


NSDAI; 
and fourthly, that they did nct participate in < crininal acticn accordi 
to ARTICLE VI of the Ststute, 
DIRECT 
LATERNSER: 

Witness, when were you! 

On the 5th of September 1876, 

Your last rank was that of Field M 

Yes, Field Mershile 

and your last cmpaign or your last 

Commander in Chief of an Army Group. 

What were your activities before the War? 

I was used in ecnnection with troop activities. I was inthe 
General Staff. Then I was Comander in Chief of Armored Division No. 7, 
from 1929 to 1933, and Commander in Chief of Armored Division No 2 from 


1933 to 1933. 
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and you arc at present in the Court prison? 
los, 

As you probably know, tho Prosecution has claimed and is attempting 
to prove that the high military leaders formed a group, and that their 
goal was to start a world war and in this world war not to take advanta;e 
of the rights and regulations anc rules ofverfare.e Dic the high military 
leaders form such a group or orgmizations? 

The high military leaders did not form a group nor organization 

club and no cooperntive group anc no 
ones wh; took charge of these varicus jobs at the timc, the high lencers 
of the military. We did not volunte.r into the duties of these jobs, but 
^ue to the orders of our superiors also we cid not leave the military ser- 
vice voluntarily, but we were’ forced before the re-armament practically 
every two yearse We cic not hive ur own chart and no connections and no 
connections among each other and no cuties or any other cooperation or 
membership. We were only connecte? thr ugh incivicual duties and jobs. Ve 
didnot form a war circle and did nct make any mutual plans and we received 
our orders from our superiors which we carried out. It willbe impossible 
or it woulc be unthinkable that the Commander in Chief of thedrmy would 
have permitted that the men in his command woule have formed a sworncon- 
spiracye. We coul? not forma group organization because of our number, 
ani besides thot those which the Frosecuticn name? in top positicns, there 


were until 1935 only two Commanders in Chief in the Army, anc that was 


Marshal Von Rundstedt who has just been guesticnea, ond myself, and in 1935 


a third was added to that, Marshal von Bock, and in 1937 therc was a 
fourth one added. We differentiated -urselves basically from the party 
organizations because we cic not have a mutual political goale We could 
not have that first, because we are not a group, and secondly, because <f 
the laws of the Reich and also because of tradition a German officer could 
not belong to any partye We wore entirely outside of politicse We did not 
serve any party and did not serve any system and no form of state, but we 
only served our lande. That is about what I shoulc Saye 


Did you agree bo the re-armament? 
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I considered reearmanent as necessary because Germany was situ- 
ated in the mi?cle of Emrope without any natural waters, but was surrounded 
by country who inopposition to cur position uncer theVersailles Treaty 
had nct demobilizoa an? hac reearmed, and in adition to that mace requests 
cf lang, for instance , the a left of the Rhine. 

Were you ever ^t any tine of the opinion that the reearmanent 
was for the purpose of war? 

In the Statement of the Frosecution or indictment that we Gencrals 
wanted a powerful army in Germeny so that we ccula then carry cut ageressive 
war, I consider the reearmament as the Sest means cf security. Without re- 


armament of cur seven “ivigions only a very limite? opposition would have 


been possiblee We woule have been overrun. 


Te . a - 7 Y g ant? 
Vid you agree with the Spe4d cf the re-armsment? 


I consicered the speed too faste I considered it better and 
safer to re-arm on the sl "wer basise 

CAFTAIN TUBRIDY: Dre Laternser, if it fS possible, could we 
av.ic having duplication of testin mye The witness, Vor} Rundstedt, has 
already testified as to this matter, 

Une LATERNSER: Yes, I am very glad or would be nly too glad to 
do this if I am assured that the statcnents made by General Von Rundstedt 
are considered as correcte If that is not the case I will have to enlarro 
or prove my evidence until I am through, 

CAFTAIN TUBRIDY: Unfortunately, under the terns 
cf this Comission it was prescribed that there will nct be any cumulative 
evidence taken, anc if we have 4 repitition by this witness of prior testimony 
of the ir ecedinc witness, we would te viclating the terms .f the Order e 

DR. W.TERNSER: I will attempt to chey this order, 

BY DR. LiTERNSER: 

On the 5 N-venbor 1937 Hitler callea together the Chiefs of the 
various branches of the armed forces and in thet mecting tolc them of his 
political and military gobe What was your position in 1937? 

Commander in Chief of the army Group II. 

In other words, at that time you were directly under the orders of 
the Coimuancder in Chief of the Army? 


A Yes, 
1642 
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von Fritsch, cid he tell you anything abut that matter? 
Noe 
When ^id you hear of this matter for the first time? 
I warc it herce 
Otherwise, were you in fovor cf the NSDAF anc alse of the political 


and diplomatic goals of the party? 


Were you always informei of the agrressive intention cf national 


No, at that time I believ:d his promise for a continued peace. 


Vero you as Commander in Chief II, tid you participate in the 


publication of the military -- 
No, I never Cirected the publication servicce 


48 Commancer in Chief II of the cntire western front, was the 


entire western front uncer y ur coman? 


Did you hear anything or 
Rhineland, and when (di^ you hear 2bor 

I eid not participate in thi Iwas callec t. Berlin about one 
or two cays before the cccupation, the cay this intention was told mee I was 
told at the same time not to give any orders and not to speak to any one 
concerning this, and in addition to that, if I remember correctly, only 
three batallions were sent across the Rhineland, cone to kachen, one to 
Trier and one to Saarbrucken, In other words, this occupation did not 
have any military significance, but I did it only ceseribing it as a 
symbolic acte 

here you informed of the goals of national socialism in the East? 
I am thinking; of the cxtermination of. tho Jews, Germans of the area, and the 
deportation of the population? 

Never. 

You, before the war, were in positions in which you Would have 
heen infomrec of any mutual plans concerning as; sive wa he 


tions you already mentioned before in answer to my questions, Did you 
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before the war, together with other Commnaüers in Chief, make any plans 
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for aggressive war? 


m We are concerned here with the space of cizht and a half years 


1929 to 1930. In these eight and a half years I did not participate in 


the planning of an aggressive wor, Neither di2 I receive an order to 
plan such an aggressive war or to prepere one an I cic nct do that, for 
my own intention was just the opposite. is Commander in Bavaria I only 
gave in my operational travels and duties, I c gave defensive plans, 


and that is on the Bevaria-Czech border, and as Commander in Chief in 


Kassel I hac the defense of the Rhine tactics and a ecunter attack against 
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an enomy that had already come over the lino, and later tho cofenso of tho 
Western border, and at that tine the Tiest wall was begun, sometime in 1935 or 


1936, an occupation of about three weak armies was anticipated and this was for 


the defense of this west wall. Before the first worlü war wo mostly practisod 


the attack anc after tho first world war the pendulum moved toward tho other 


Sicce The defense, in all of its variations, was the main point. I myself 
wrote a book concerning defensee This book was taken over by the American 
Army, as the foundation book of the military classes, and an American officer 
told me it had also been translated into the Russian languages Ana if this 
ig correct I do not know. 

Q Vere you == that is tho statement of the Prosecution -= 
plan or want to plan aggressive wars? 


A 


A No, that coul be proved from the things I have already 


Besides that, tho old Generals had participated in the first world war and we 


knew the horrors of the war and the terror it has brought to our families and 


ourselvese I read the Prosecution's statement or indictment about the horrors 


of ware To we older Gernan Gencrals here, such wordly matters lost their shine. 


Q When did you leave the active sorvice? 
In February 1938, 


ui 
What did you do during your retirement thon? 


^ 


4 I lived near Munich myself and carricd out a study 
in tho Bavarian State Archivos and wrotb a history of my family. 
Did you participate in the March into Austria? 


Noe 


And into the entry into the Sudetenland? 


Yos ivod ii mor of 


08, 1 g Ler of 1938 the ordor to find cut the 
march of an arny near the bordore It was purely a military ordcr in case 
of attack either from Czechoslovakia or France, and during the peaceful march 
I lead this army. 

Q Did you participate in the oc cupation of Czoechoslovakiae 


A Noe 
Q What did you do after the ce cupation of the Sudetenland? 
After having loft for about three weeks I returned and continued 
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my studies. 


Q Did you have up to that time, that is, during the tino of Munich, 
until February 1938, or even maybe later on, were you at any time in the 
position to point out to Hitlor the advantages of an aggressive war or any 
influence concerning any aggressive war? 

4 There was no such possibility, It should now be rather well known 
that Hitler decided his own foreign policy. He hardly let his foreign minister 
who was there for that reason, he hardly lot him to it, much less tho generals 
whom ho mistrustede I was not even asked for my military advico, 

Q The Prosecuticn has presented a sworn statement by Ficld Marshal 
von Blomberg, USA Exhibit 536, I quote from this statement: 

"I, as well as the entire group of German Staff Officers, believed 
that these three questions, that is, the questioncf the Polish Corridor, the 
question of the Ruhr area and the Memel area, under which the question of the 
Polish Corridor was especially important, that this had to be solved some cay, 
if necessary through power of earns, 

Was there actually such an opinion among the higher military leaders? 

A I don't believe ite I know only the Western half of the Reich. 

I am positive that in my area, that is the Western part, the most of my staff 
officers believed that this question was to be solved in a diplomatic and 


peaceful waye 


Q Dida Blomberg attempt a very close friendship with the officers under 


his command and did he attempt to&àct according to their Suggestions? 


^ I believe that his information was not sufficiont for him to give 


such an opinion. In the four years I was Commander in Bavaria ho was only 


there ono time as far as I remember, and during my four and a half years in 


the West he came three times, once to the flag comnemorati M, ancl once to a 


celebration some place in Cologne and once to large maneuvers, that I was in 


charge of, 


Q What did you do in August of 1939? 


Were you at that time in the 


military service or were you retired? 
À I was retired near lynich, 


Q In what way did you hear of the plan of aggressive war against 


Poland? 
1646 





21 Juno-Jh-3-Cook 


Dn 


A On the 22nd of October I was suddenly ordered to come to Obersalzberg 


and that is where Hitler announced the Polish campaione 
DR. KEMPNER: Wasn't thet in August, not October? 
WITNESS: It was Auguste 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 
Q When did you receive tho order to come to Obersalzborg? 


À Probably the day boforo, 
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Did you, after this meoting of tho 22nd of August, havo a 
discussion af ui wad informed you of his plans? 
Tho spooch of Hitler was not a discussion but tho decision of tho 
Chiof of Stato. It was impossible to make any kind of a protost, but quiotly 
he whole thing was just a play, auiotly for mysclf I hoped it would go the 
same way as the march into tho Sudetonland, ovorything was poacofule 
Q The Prosocution has in its possession many documents, concornin; 
tho spoaking at Obersalzborg on | 22nd of August, ond of those it 
prosontod twoe Bofore tho Tribunal ono of these statomonts was road, 
according to which the Gonerals 
this speech, ond that is whon Hitler 
Is that truo? 
Each of tho Gonorals that were thoro at tho time woro quiot, 
mysolf was vory influcneod and worried by tho fact that tho forcign 


of Hitlor had takon this stop. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: ‘What doos moan by "influoncod"? 
DR, LXMPNER: 
BY DR, LATERUSER: 
Q “os the improssion upon tho other Gene Í ers that wore present 
‘ar as you could sco? 


I bolieve it 


anything about h: n ons against tho Western 


I belicve that I remomber it almost word by ward, bocauso 
Concerned mo, | stated that "I can assure you a hundred percent, 
a hundred percent, that tho wostoru nowers willnot 

Q Where wore you during tho Polish campaign? 


I was Commander in Chief of 4rmy Group C and was dofond 
Tostorn frontior, 


Q Was tho western front cocupiod very strongly? 


No, it was occupiod wonkly, 


The Prosecution, on the 4th of January, statod that after tho Polish 


the Gorna officers thought of nothing but a war to capturo tho 


3] 3 TY "ai a: 451-3 E Ete MEAS s : 5n 
ontire Buropoan Continent, ond the Prosocution furthermoro claims that the 
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Generals approved of these intonts of Hitler, Are those statononts truc? 

A Just tho opposito is truce li 2 in tho iost as I havo already 
stated was voryweoke Tho W ^ had not been completed and in tho Eiffel 
ares, it was just boginninge Tho \/ostern powors without a doubt lmow of tho 
wool west wall and of its weak occupation, but anyhow thoy did not attack. 
They woitod for tho advantagoous moment, oithor thgy woro not roady yot, 
but that is not probable, or thoy did not want t» attack, or not at that 

for sono reasone Maybo thoy did not vont to tako tho task upon 
thonsolvos, or maybe wo wore 
Maginot linee  Concorning p C ou ont a vory large momo 
omacnder in Chiof : ; I proposod not to havo an attack 
my divisions fr 
transforred to tho iost so that th wall could bo defendod against 
avtacke I proposod thon to doac o all other divisions. I propo 
the ond that this moasure would becone k n to the western powors, 
this way thoy were supposed to | niormod that wo did not intond to 
capture thom and I had hoped that a diplomatic attemmt would be successful 
|. betterment of tho 
ntiuuous movements cf tho date of attack, 
other words, I did not attempt to bring about m 
aggressive wor against France but I attempted to provont ite I am sorry 
but all of these hopes were only superficial. Hitler wrote during 
November various strong | ts to tho Comander in Chief concerning their 
woaknossos and told thom ofhis distrust. 

Q What was yourpositiondurin : tho 

I was Cormander in Chiof of tho Army Group Ne 

What was your partici: 231 in the preparation 

In the course o his wo l beliovo it vns ab: n March, wo 
callod to Hitler and thoro informed of tho f ollowing in long statements: 

"Tho idea is that Russia will attack us very certainly and wo havo, 


in ordor for security, to £o ahead of this attack,’ 


In othor words, a preventive war has to bee I still n't mow today 


whothor thoso statomonts by Hitler at tho timo wero truc or woro liose. 
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you aftor marching into Rus 


S d out there wore small 


ihe ule ate 


re bharr 
my point thoro 


lot of now ai: 


cT 


my sector four ls 


Oolioorion oronsporve 


xa my actual c 
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21 June 194ó6-DiN-1l 


Lid you before the start of tho Russian campaign have any pes- 


si'ility or any chance to show them or hamper the idea or order or Hitler 


to attack Russia? 

There was nc possibility to hanper the orders of Hilter. 
was impossi'le to point out the difrviculty of an attack campaign 
wide spaces of Russiae. It was impossible to point out thc cancers of a 
two-front ware Exactly, that for te German Naticnal Socialist State was 

zest foult of the Kaiser Reich or the Kaiser tnat we should not have 
ont war startede 

Uhen id you leave the active service again after this? 

January, 1942/ 

Were you retired? 

I asked for my retirement, 

anc why? 

Because of the development which the National Socialist System 
took, first in a political manner, the prosecution of the churches, secondly, 
and the foreign political policy, tnircly, anc for personal roa: ns 
cause I myself, and my wife were being watched and guarded and spied on, 
and, fourthiy, for international ri ht in preventing a situation 

fifth, one of the main points was the continuous 

r decisions, which, without any reasons, caused a lot of 

bloodshed which was avoi^avle, aw no further possibility to influence 

the autorratic decisions of Hitler and the operations of Hitler and that 
is why I resigned. 

Was there at that time already a law according to whioh military 
leaders were unable, if they did not agree to military orders or for some 
other reason wishe? to leave the service? 

So far as I know, noe H-wever, the agreement of Hitler was 


3 


necessary, because otherwise it would have been Cesertion or a breaking 
of the oath unless Hitler agreed. 
din other words, against the will of Hitler- you could ot have 


done that? 





MET 


H0974-0053 


21 June 19h6-nu-2 

What did you do after you were released? 

after retirement I returred to Munich and continue my study of 
the Archives and finished the history of my family. Iwas couplotely in 
he background. That took three and a half years anc then therc was the 
rest of ite 

When Cid you move and by whom were ycu moved 

By American soldierse «after my arrest my personal menoirs were 
burned and plun?erzd and cestroyed and I am sorry but among them were many 
valuable documentswhich had been given to me for safekeeping by the Bararian 
archives e 

prosecution claims tr^ tho military leacers had planned 

ccneernin: certain crimes of wi Is th: t trne? 

We ci? not have any mutuzl plane Our entire educoticn was 
training and tracition, and besides that we 
rules of warfare anc . the same 

enemy ani the honor of proclamation honoring 
G jid you as Commander in Chief of an army group 
court? 

Was this power with the armies? 
With the armies and with the lower positions. 
Could you find cut how these courts were handled by the armi 


uncer your command? 


Y 


I coul? ask that a transcript of the report be given to me but 
£t i 


I believe that I got a much better indication of discipline by the front 


tro ps, by regular, frequent front inspections, anc you would get a much 
better impression through them than thr uch single acts or files. 

Q When would you say for the fibst time that Hitler cid not res- 
pect the international rules of war? 

That was in an alroacy mentioned speech in the spring of 191. 

At that time he said that the right warfare was not the richt thine for 
the Russian campaign and that the —olitical commissars were not considered 
soldierye 


© What did you do thereupon? 
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A I. with various other generals, went to the Commander in Chief 
3 3 


of tho Army and protested against this. The Commancer in Chief of the .rmy 


made assuring statemcntSe 


% After that an order wasis sued th^t the commissáre arc to be shot 
and a second order was attachec to it accordins to which soldiers were not 
supposed to ^e disciplined in crimes avainst thepopulatione What cic y u 
do now? 

A One further order came cut at the same time and that is when the 
Commanders in Chief of the Army required the sharpest discipline, ^n? that 
loft the importance or destroyed the importance of the obher tw or lerSe 
Wie understood what the Commander in Chief wanted through his ordere I 
myself, that is, the army group com.anc. p st, only received this orcer 
later, since this army group headquarters, as stated alre acy, dic not have 
any courtSe 

you agree with the axuy cirect ive? 
that time I had the SOth army Corps an? that corps dic not 
receive tho decrece I stated time anc time again that I consicered that 
decree unlawfule 
Did you through your front inspections - could you see whether 
tho lower commanders were of the Same oj inion? 


À I noticed that very ofte.s that time 352ut eight or nine 


commanding generals were under my commande Of these generals, I met fcur 


here in prison, in varicus prisons, thot ise I asked the opinion at various 


times concernin: this decree and these four commanding gererals told me 
the following, either they did not receive the decree at all, or they cid 
not pass it on, or they saw to it that it was nct carried oute 


the fact wis that the troops did nut take the time mostly to find the 


political commissars and had quite often taken their own men, and thercfore, 


decree, Without much noise a! ; it, was quietly savotagece 


v Who are the Commanding Generals that you met while in prison 


1 


Who are these renerals who stated that they either cid not receive the 


1 


order or cid not passit on or passed it on to the incivicual commanders 


with the order not to carry it out? 
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P Lieutenant General Von Boct, Commander of the first armorec corps; 
Lieutenant General Lincema, Commanccr in Chief of the 50th Armored Corps; 
lieutenant General Reinhart, Commancer of the llst Armored coprs$ and 
Licutenant General Von Mannstein, Commander in Chief of the 56th Armored 
Corpse 

Q Do ycu know these accused Commnders in Chief who were of the 

| opinion concerning this order as you? 
Yes, I bclieve I know them alle I know at least that those that 
in my scope of orders, they were cf the sare opinione 
Did the 18th army belong to 
Yese 
And who was your commanding general there? 
Colcnel General Von Kuccklere 
Did you ever discuss the commissar order with hin? 
I canct say thatunder oath whether or nct I cid that, but it is 
possi»lee 
Did you consider the com^issar orcer advantageous to war fare? 
I considered this decree as a big mistake because it brought 
the sharpest resistance fron the p ^i tical cammissars anc these forces 
brought their trocps to the highest resistance and the greatest resistance, 
wuld have dane the opposite. We shoul have burned our own bridges 
to thepolitical commissars. 

Q Why cid the Commanders in Chief not mutually g ‘et together and 
ask thatthese orders 

L We were mt a group, first of all. Secondly, I amafraid that 
Hitlr would have considered us as mutineers, but at least not able 
carry out this war against Russiae Maye the situation would have 
favorable to remove all unwanted Commanders in Chief and resort to 


pleacerant through irresponsible mene Then the opposite w uld nave 


happened from what we wantede The order probably woulc hot have been 


rescinded, and it probably would have been made more powerful. Ihe only 
possible way vut of this difficult sitwtion was to quietly sabotage it, 
and thet is what happenede 

Was the order rescinded later on, do you know? 


A That was after my time, 
165k, 
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Uo you know anything concerning the Einsatzgruppe A in the 
area of the arny sroup North? 
A I never tid hear of any task of pruppe A which were against 
the Reich rules of ware 


Ihe prosecution has prese *ed a sworn 'ocument of SS Fuchrer 


Schellenberg, USA 557, in which Schellenberg states the followinge I quote: 


I want to quote the entire thing so that the entire thing can e trans- 


CAPTAIN TUBET! ow long is it? 
INTER)EKETEH: About eight linese 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Go aheace 
BY Di. IATERNSER: 
"The aforementioned close cooperation or rather the first weeks 
of Russian campaign, the close work between the field mrmy and the Einsatz- 


- 


gruppe makes me express my opinicn that the Com:;an?ing Chicfs o? the army 


of the armies which were opposed to participation in the 
sian campaign, already now chancas the beginning of this campaign, 
dq the large future duties cf the minsatzEruppe and Einsatzgruppen 
eni the Security rolice, and the SN, up to the mass extermina- 
the Jews collapsed, ond ali other resistance elements through the 
regular channeis of the Comm =ncer in Chief of the army, thet they were in- 
formec of this." 
Witness were you informed of these go3 ini intentions before 


the beginning of the campaign? 


(A short recess is taken) 
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Q I refer to the same affidavi' referre A to the in the previous question 
in this, my next question, In this Document, it says that in the serinning of 
June, 1943 a conference took place between Schellenberg and the chief opera- 
tions officer of the army, together with Wagner, Heydrick an! Kariris in the 
presence of all the 1-C officers of all the army and army groups concerning 
the Einsatzkomman?os, In this connec tion, Schellenberg makes the following 
claim, which I quote 3 "In my case, one can barcly doubt that these 1-C offi- 
cers has informe? all their Comma andersein=Chief of all army and army groups 
who had returned after the action ag ‘ast Russis," I should like to ask you 
if your 1-C officer reported to you-or informed you of such information ? 

A I dontt remember the slightest 

Q While you were in the east did you ever receive a report, according 
to which Lithuanians ¥ pposed to have carried out a massa on the 
Jewish population 

A I received the affidav fa fficer of my staff and this General 
stated under oathe An officer of m aff went to Kovno an} there h 
of a terrible massacre carried on the Jewish population at Kovnoe He reported 
this matter to me anl thereupon I issued the strictest instructions that these 

.zainst the Jews in Kovno by the Lithuanians was to cease immediately. 
ral states under oath, Then, we later ourselves advance 
He convinced himself that the city commandant carried out the orders 
in the strictest terms, The remarkable thing concerning this affi lavit is tha! 
Lithuanians are the ones who carrie: ^ut this Jewish persecution. That is to 
say Einsatzgruppe did not appeare 

Q I shall submit this affidavit latere 

The witness, Uhlendorff, who has been interrogated here said that Hitler 
or Himmler spoke to all the commanders in chiefs before the Russian campaign 


about the persecution of the Jews, did you take part in any such conference or 


were you present at any such address or lecture ? 


A Witness Uhlencorff is just as much mistaken as Wittness Schellenberg. 


We were not so informede 


A 


Q At which time did the Daltic countries come under the jurisdiction of 


the German Commandant east ? 
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A As far as I know, by the decree proclaimed by Hitler on 17 June 1911. 

Q The prosecution has maintain] that the German troops destroyed over 
2,000 chapels and churches in Russiae Could you make such an observation while 
you were on Soviet—Russian territory ? 

à I did not see any churches which were destroyed. On the «ther hand, I 
also saw no church which served its original purpose. 

Q I should now like to ask you some questions concerning Leningrade You 
propose? to Keitel on one of his visits to you that the Russian population 
should be transferred to Russian territory by moans of a corridor that should 
be established south of Schlusselbur:, In what relation did your suggestion 
to Keitel stand ? 

A The position was the following : Leningrad had been encircled in the 
north by the Finns and in the south by my troops. There was only a connection 
to the inner part of Russia left across the Ladoga seae A reconnaissance 


showed that shipping on the Ingermann land lake was not sufficient to supply 


Leningra’. The intelligence receive: from agents concerning the food situa- 


tion in Leningrad was contradictorye Thi forme bi varied between several 
weeks and several months, therefore vas acraid that one day food would be 
so scarce in Leningrad that the population the city ir entire 
groups. fecause of this fear, I proposed to negotiate with the Russians and 
to zet them to agree that the population : 

3 


he Russian territory in an orderly fashions 


el 


^ 


Q Then your concern was so that the population of Leningrad shouli not 
starve, is that it ? 

A it that time, we estimated Leningrad to have a population of from one 
and one quarter to one and one half :dllion people and the supply condition 
on our side for this more than a million population was the following : I 
could have house d fed a few hundred or thousands of the population of 
Leningrad in Ineermannland which is west of Leningrad ani in Esthonia, We did 
not take any food supplies away from the population and it may have been 
possible to have the population tied over as far as food was concerned until 
the next harvest. South of Leningrad there is an immence gir le of forest and 
swampe No essential number of people could be housed there, That means the 


mass of the population would have fallen into my lot to feed and that was 


The supply system was so tense at that time that I had difficult 


165 
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at that time in supplying my own troops and it was not possible to supply an 


el June-0n-3 


additional million of the population -f Leningrad. It was also not possible 


to remove them by train for the concitions as far as transportation were con- 


cerned was such that we were just able to meet our own requirements. For these 


reasons, I made the proposal that has been mentioned, 
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I consider i 
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as we lacked artillery and munitions for this. 


Q Did you find during your 


Russian troops carried cut ereat 


The Russian troops knew how to 


skillfully. I don't believethat 


into our hands undestroyed. One thing 


destruction of water supply stations 


in order to put the railway lines in 


rails too had to be changed fron the 


Numerous street bridees had also 


pone my advance between t 


I had 


days. to stop an 


ther questions. 


me ILI NATION 


— M ——ÀÀ A a— * s 


CROSS . 
KONPNER: 
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And had a very good name, as e best 


I believe this statement can 
eenthemen receiv 
660 


The majority of these 


advance on Soviét Russian torri 


destroy their railrc 


that caused us very much 
locomotives. 
a half way decent condition. 
larger Russian sauge to 
becn destroyed. 

ho Ilmen Lake 


Cd wait until the lines | 


the Gencorai 


other comrades o 


you a member later of the Schlieffen 


ad to be a 


Did you receive the mater ial and pauphlets 
* 4 t 
state 


one, was 


Faj 
OL 
be answered 


ed hicher posi 
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LM 


impossible at this timc that castles were systematically shelled 


ry that 


devastations in Russian territory? 


ad 
ad 


lines very 


any railroad station of any importance fell 


trouble was the 


Much time had to be spen 


the 


he smaller German 


The result was that 


Ay 


and Lake Peipus another 


" 
ad 


been repaired. 


at the German 


Stoff in 


Er 


he General 


orranization? 


member of this 


of this organization? 
nents of acccunts, etc. 


it not? 


ficers! orrcanization? 


in the affirma.ive. 


itions later on -- 





NM ll 


H0974-0062 


21 June-Jr--3 


that is y they turned cut to bo something, is that correct? 
To a certain extent that is undoubtedly correct for the best people 
accepted in the general staff, 
Q Would it be correct to say that these gentlemen really undcrstood the 


military theory? 


A The training that was reccived there was a gencral staff tochnical 
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staff training. For instance, how to cope with railroad transports, ctCey 
large troop movements and how to lend a battle. 
Q Strategy? 
A Yes. 
Operational 
Yes. 
Mi 
mortial law is concerned. I sm not quite sure 
about the Prussian stoff, although in Bavaria, yes. 


receive the order? 


Did you know what Moltke and Schlieffen say about the order? 
They aid: “Higher than the order is my conscience and my duty to my 
fatherland." 


I don t remember this pass-^7e, but it is pro 

Do you agree with this statement because you retired in 1942? 

I gave proof of this bt my > m person. 

From which year onward were you suspicious of Hitler, the 
of Hitler and his party? 

A I must say here that my time was so taken up with military things, 
I could not take my time up with political matters ond also wo were not 
allowed to do so, however, at any rate one had ones thoughts about these 
things. If you wóuld like know the date of the year, I wuld say that 
beginning with the year of xenn to mistrust them or ot least I began 
as to what they would do. Ido not know for certain, 
but I would say in 1933, 
Q "here were you in 1933? 
I was Chief of Service Command 2 in Stettin. 


Did you interest yoursolf in the Hitle r Putsche in Munich? 


As the army chief for Bavatia, of course it would bo of interest 


Q Do you know that Hitler broke his word of honor at that time toward 


the Generals Losser and Kahr? 
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That is the presentation that is given thnt he broke his word. 
Q Did you have your suspicions of the whole affair alrcady at that 
time and did your suspicions increase up to 1933? 
I did not like the bragging ttitudo from the very beginning. 
Where were you in 1983 when Hitler came to power? 
I was commander in Bavarine 
Did you live in Munich? 
Yes. 


Is it correct that you were D ebruary ond March of 1933? 


Yes. 
Q Do you remember the large clection posters that had been put up in 
Munich, "Hitler means warg" 
A No. You mean they must have been posted by the opposing party. 
Q Yes, by the Bavarian people's party and the Social Democratic 
partye Do you remember the phrase brought up by the people at that time? 


"Hitler Means War - He ‘ho Elects Hitler Votes For var." 
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I cannot testify under oath that I remember these thinzs. 
You rejected Hitler's theories, is that correct? 
A No, it is not correct as you state it. I knew the min points 


his program and if one reads these points quite carefully, there are many 


m 
o 


poonts that one might ^groo with, tut a large part of those points of his 
progrom were reversed into the opposite, 
Q Vid you approve of his racial theory? 


A That was one of the big foolish things that were donce 


LEJ 
hat about the Lebensraum or living space theory? 


what do you mean? 
Germany did not have suffioiont living 
That was a political slogan. 
Germany must have territory in the cast in order to live? 
A I had not possibility of judging if this was right or wrong. I 
considered this one of the many political sloga 


> 


Ins it your personal opinion that Germany had sufficient living 


4e had been able to live since the existance c he Reich since 
1871 until 1933. I suppose that it was also possible for the futurce 
You answered to one of questions that you had 
hoped that the Polish camps would also be carried out without any blood- 
shed the same as the Sudetenland campaigne 
A silent hope, 
Q “ould it be correct to say t st you meant that you had hoped that 


Hitler would have a certain success wi th this 
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it would be carried out without bloodshed. 

A I hoped that without any bloodshed and without any war- 

the affair might lead to a diplomatic and agreeable agreement, 

Q But, on August 22nd Hitler did not mention anything of 
an agreement to you, did he? 


A No, I don*t believe so, 


Q He said that more or less Poland would have to disappears 


a> I don't remember in detail his statements. He said very 
much, I don't know whether you ever heard Hitler speak, he always 
bragged very much and one should not iaia take him very seriousl 

Q Bo you mean to say that youdo not think he meant to 
have Poland disappear? 

A No, On the contrary I must testified that he hoped and 
wished a peaceful settlement would be brought about. 

Q In the same manner as the snake eats the rabbit. Is that 
the idea? 

A No, that was not my idea, but a peaceful agreement simi- 
lar to what happened at Munich before the march of Hitler into the 
Sudetenland - that the diplomats would come together anà confer. 

Q There the Sudgtonland also disappeared? 

A With the agreement of the western powers. 

Q And by blackmail. | 

A I don't know, I did not take part in these meetings. 

Qi ' Did Hitler not say on August 22nd that conflict with 
Poland would happen sooner or later? 

A I really don't remember what he said in detail. 

Q å number of gentlemen were assembled, is that true? 

A Yes. 

Q How many of your old comrades were present? 

A What do you mean by old comrades? 

Q The gentlemen of the leadership group whom you had known 
for many years? E 

A The Commanders in Chief? I probably knew all of thon - 


Some of them a long time and some for a shorter time. 
1665 
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Will you please mention the namos of those whom you re- 


noonbor? 
Those who wor 


Yo85, 
i don't rononbor tho individual ones. I can mention 


Gzenber, or the offices that had been assembled 
oben, Boch, Reicheman and List. I must say that 


under oath and I do not resienber if Gommander in Chicf 4 was 


ionan at that tine boliovo was. You must rononbor 
t that time and was no lonzor interested in 


Pu "CX e 
4 DAG Touvlrod a 


the military affairs. I did quite different things at that tine. 


I should like to ask an intermediate question at this 


ine. If you had no more interest in these things at that tine 


were then already 62 years of age, why did you put your 
at tho disposal of an advonturor against whon you had 


cx 


conviotions 


you Speaking from tho viewnoint of tho present tino? 

ws not quito so evident that Hitler was an adven- 

Call comes to me and asks me to place ny 

services et the disposal of ny country in hard times and I still 


healthy, onsiderod it my duty not to let my country down, 
motives nay have been a personal ambition or so on. 


& man with critical powers of observation 
country was not in danger? 
as not able to judge. 


know that Poland was in danger of being swallowed 


Did you know of Hitlerts racial theorics? 


l probably read of thom in tho news paper. If it was ro- 


portod in the newspaper, I must have known of it. 


Q You considered it your duty to participate in 1939 for 


J 
a" 


reasons? 
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"m Yes. 

Q I would like to advance a fe ars. Now there was 
another such strange mecting and this moeting took place before 
the so-called Russian caripaign. Do you know that tho prosecution 
subaittod a Document of the General Staff. I shall quoto the PS 
Nurber a little later This reads as follows: Dated - Spring, 

"uo have to otherwise wo will not be able 

We must conquer these additional 


fron these newly 


Assuning that is c: ct, would you say today that the Russian 
War was a 
What you just mentioned does not mean the reason or mo- 


The preventive war is based on the 


of Hitler, saying that Russia was going to attack us in 


£e 
iw 


gontl onen were asker ( DDea j Reichs Chan- 
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I don't rononbor 


than in tho 
at 


tack on tho woste 


roturn to You statod as to how 
to bo 


rroct? 


romerber 


ais AZ 


dont think hx 


puts 4 mann Tes c «ener 
i0r1ber, app»rovod, 


E] 


Là 


not intorfo 


at that time, 


car 
ante 


cormandoc 
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Taat? 
j 5 say th apr t ld not have been lost? 
would it be correct to say tho war would n i 
135 Pos T 4- T7154 
"ar in Russia is tromondously difficult. Hitlor aid 
à i 7T. 6^ 1f ho had 
ust where the difficultios lay, and if ho had 


^4 


Roc gt + 
follower us, thc war would have ondec at least 


- 


undecided. 
In tho vost, if tho Goncrals would have 
what thoy considered correct, it rd; ht 


I cannot ju?roc 


adjourn until thon. 
acjournoc at 1700 hours) 
true and corrcct transcrint oi 


RITTZR VON LIIB, takon on 21 June 1946, 
b. X d. Hr VON daib y ULLE Uil (. é 





